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JOURNAL OF THE ROUAL ASIATIC SOCIETY 1919

THE PAHLAVI DOCUMANT FROM AVROMAN BY A. COWLEY - 71

IN the Journal of Hellenic Studies for 1915, P.22, Mr.Minns published
twoGreek documents of the Parthinan period acquired by Dr.Saied Khan from
Avroman in Kurdistan, together with the facsimile of a third, not in Greek,
whicelr was found, at the same place. As the writhing of this thired document
(on parchment) seemed to be Aramaic in character, he very kindly sent me a
photograph of it at the time, and has since given me additional information.
The following note represents mainly what I then made out of the test, but it
has lain in a drawer ever since because the results seemed hardly worth
publishing. It is only in the hope of allractiﬁg the attention of more
competont Iranian scholars to it that I noe print these few remarks on the
principle that.

The text is in Pahlavi, written in an Aramaic alphabet, with a number of
Semitic words in it. The writing is so cursive that, it is difficult to distinguish
letters which tresemble one another as  Moreover, the parchment is

broken or defaced in some places. so

LT RTISTR srlgw‘ Sl mf‘xvjl{aj k;);)oju
THE PAHLAVI DOCUMENT FROM AVROMAN.
On the back of Greek i there are some lines of Pahlavi writing, but, after
many attempts I have failed to read any complete word with certainty. The
existence ofg this endorsoment, hoewver, shows that there is some comexion

between the Pahlavi and the Greek.
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The accompanying plates give (1) a facsimile of the document from a block
kindly. Lent by the Hellenic Society; (2) for purposes of comparison, a
reproduction of the Hajiabad inscriptions from cats in the National Museum,
Dublin.I am very much indebted to Dr.Smyly, Librarian of the Museum, and
Mr.J.J.Buckley, the Keeper, for their readiness to send me a photograph. A
photograph was published in the JRAS. for 1868, p.241, but it was not very
good and is by now rather faded, so that it seemed worth while to reproduce
this much better photograph from a different set of casts. The best hand-copy
is still that in Westergaard’s Bundehesh (1851).
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